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The National Maternity and Perinatal Audit
Women and Families Involvement Group 
	Role title
	Lay representatives (6-8)

	Group
	The National Maternity and Perinatal Audit Women and Families Involvement Group

	Advisory group remit
	The National Maternity and Perinatal Audit PPI group serves to provide insight and accountability to the National Maternity and Perinatal Audit project team. 


	Tenure
	For the duration of the National Maternity and Perinatal Audit – to 2019.

	Responsibility of lay representatives on the group 
	1. Provide the lay perspective on the National Maternity and Perinatal Audit, representing the views of women and their partners with recent experience of maternity services
2. Ensure that positive outcomes for the end user - the woman – remains a key focus of the work
3. Provide feedback on materials related to the National Maternity and Perinatal Audit including providing comments from a lay perspective into final reports
4. Advise on any additional patient and public involvement that may strengthen the project.


	Key requirements of group member
	Meetings: There will be two meetings a year initially, the first to occur in spring 2017.  Meetings will be held on week days at the RCOG in London. Members will be encouraged to attend the first meeting in person. Thereafter, members can attend in person or virtually via video conference. We would ask you to:
· Read agenda papers in advance of meetings 

· Attend all meetings where possible either in person or via tele/video-conference
· Actively participate in discussions during the meeting
· Bring wider insight from any groups you are involved with 
Outside of meetings:
· Respond to ad hoc requests from the project team promptly via email when requested 
There are events associated with the project, including the report launches. Group members will be invited to these events.

	Key working relationships
	· Project lead of the National Maternity and Perinatal Audit
· Other NMPA staff 

· RCOG Patient and Public Involvement team

	Travel and subsistence
	Meetings times and dates will be arranged to best suit all members of the group. Travel and accommodation (if necessary) will be organised for members and lunch will be provided. 

	Appointment process
	Those interested in applying to be a member of the group are asked to express interest as below. Applicants will then be asked to take part in an informal telephone interview. A decision will be made to ensure the group has representation from individuals with a range of experience of maternity services and from across England, Scotland and Wales.


Person Specification
	Experience and knowledge
	

	Understanding of current NHS, women’s health issues and obstetric and care 
	Desirable

	Recent experience of childbirth in the UK (within the last 3 years) – either yourself or your partner
	Essential

	We are also looking for at least one member with each of the following experiences (the same person can have more than one of these experiences):
· Admission of baby to neonatal care

· Caesarean birth

· Instrumental birth
· Delivery in a midwife-led unit
· Home birth
· Care from a consultant during pregnancy

· Partner of a woman giving birth (male or female)
	Desirable

	Qualities /skills/attributes
	

	Commitment to dedicate the necessary time for advisory group meetings
	Essential

	Ability to interpret sometimes complex information
	Essential

	Ability to listen to a wide range of views and contribute in a balanced and considered manner 
	Essential

	Organised
	Essential

	Commitment to keep items discussed confidential
	Essential


	If you would like to discuss this opportunity further before applying, please email Kerrianne O’Rourke at korourke@rcog.org.uk. To express your interest please email your answers to the below questions to womensvoices@rcog.org.uk.
 

	Expression of interest

	1. Why do you wish to join the National Maternity and Perinatal Audit Women and Families involvement group? 
2. What do you feel you will bring to this group?
3. Do any of the below describe your birth experience?
My baby was admitted to neonatal care

I had a caesarean birth

I had an Instrumental birth (ventouse or forceps)
I had my baby in a midwife-led unit

I had a home birth
I had care from a consultant during pregnancy

I am a Partner (male or female) of a woman who gave birth 

Other 
4. Where in the UK did you experience maternity services?
5. Are you involved or affiliated with any women’s health organisation or campaign related to maternity or birth? If so, do you foresee any conflict of interest in being involved with this work?
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